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ADS ANNUAL MEETING, DECEMBER: LSA, MLA, NATURAL HISTORY
New York City will h o st a confluence of the 

Linguistic Society an d  the  M odem Language 
Association, along w ith  the Am erican Dialect 
Society, for A nnual M eetings th is  Dec. 27-30. 
Accordingly, ADS will sponsor sessions bo th  at 
LSA and  a t MLA. O ur A nnual M eeting will culm i
nate  w ith an  independen t day a t the M useum  of 
N atural History, Tuesday, Dec. 30.

LSA SESSION, Dec. 27-29, New York Hilton 
(room an d  tim e n o t yet determ ined):

□  "The Double C onstruction  in  E ng lish .” 
Nancy L. Dray, Univ. of Chicago.

□  “Pronoun  Case in  Coordinate C onstruc
tions: Syntactic an d  Pragm atic Explanations." 
Frank Parker, L ouisiana S ta te  Univ., and  
Kathryn Riley, Univ. of Tennessee.

□  “The /hae:f/-/ha:f/ Isogloss in  New England 
an d  the H istory of English." Herbert Penzl. 
Univ. of California, Berkeley.

MLA SESSION, Dec. 27-29, Marriott Marquis 
(room an d  tim e n o t yet determ ined): “Suffix, 
Word, Genre: S tud ies in  Language V ariation."

Presiding: Thom as L. Clark, ADS president.
□  “L inguistic Divergence or Linguistic Innova

tion: A Review of Suffix /-s/ V ariation in  
V ernacular Black E nglish ." J ohn Baugh, Univ. 
of Texas, A ustin.

□  “All the New T h a t’s  F it to Prin t: C urren t 
S language an d  Problem s of Lexicography." 
Leonard R.N. Ashley, Brooklyn College, CUNY.

□  “G enre as Textual Variable." Amy J . Devitt. 
Univ. of K ansas.

INDEPENDENT MEETING, Tuesday, Dec. 30, 
Museum of Natural History.

0  10:30 a .m .-12:30 p .m .
□  “U nstressed  Vowels in  the Tangier Dialect." 

David L. Shores, Old D om inion Univ.
□  “New an d  O ld-Fashioned Words: Inform ant 

Awareness of Chronological S ta tus." Harold B. 
Allen, Univ. of M innesota.

□  “On th e  D iachronic Approach to  Recon
stru c tin g  Colonial E ng lish .” Jacob Bennett, 
Univ. of M aine, Orono.

□  “The Folk-Derivation of Abbreviations and  
Acronyms: A New Form  of Linguistic R iddle?” 
Nicholas Howe, Univ. of Oklahoma.

•  12:30-2:30 p .m . A n n u a l Luncheon.
At a nearby  re s tau ran t, to be announced.
Speaker: Clarence L. Barnhart.
P resentation  of D istinguished  Scholar Awards.
•  2:30-4:30 p .m .
□  “The Evidence on  the Em ergence of the 

Word ’B lizzard.’" Allen Walker Read , Colum bia 
Univ.

□  “Lexicological A pplications of Full-Text 
O nline D atabases: The S ta te  of the  A rt.” F r e d  R. 
S h a p ir o , N ew  York L aw  School.

□  “Regional Differences in  Syntactic  Choice.” 
G a e la n  D o d d s  d e  Wo l f , Univ. of Victoria.

□  “Stereotypes of Language in  Vancouver 
English. ” E r ik a  H a s e b e -Lu d t , Freie Univ., West 
Berlin.

□  “The Peter Tam ony R esearch Collection at 
th e  University of M issouri, Colum bia." D o n a l d  
M. La n c e , Univ. of M issouri, Colum bia.

•  4:30-5:30p .m . A n n u a l B u s in ess  Meeting.
TAMONY FILES GO TO MO.

When Peter Tam ony of San  Francisco  died last 
Ju ly  (see NADS 17.3, p. 10), he left an  im m ense 
collection of prim ary m aterials—new spaper and  
m agazine clippings, paperback  books, record
ings. personal correspondence—o n  colloquial 
A m erican English, especially slang. The 750 
linear feet of files in  h is  collection, a rranged  
alphabetically, are now housed a t  the University 
of M issouri, Colum bia, th an k s  to  the  efforts of 
ADS m em bers Archie Green, Gerald Cohen and  
D onald Lance, and  to Tam ony’s  s is te r  Kathleen 
Tam ony an d  cousin William Kearney.

Tam ony w as a S an  Francisco realto r Interested 
in  sports, jazz, politics an d  language. He becam e 
know n to lexicographers and  o th e r scholars 
th rough  an  inform al new sletter w hich  he 
pub lished  for a n u m b er of years. He w as a 
co n trib u to r to the S u p p lem en t  to the  Oxford 
E nglish  D ictionary  an d  to the  files of the  Diction
ary  o f  A m erican  Regional E nglish .

The University of M issouri com m em orated the 
arrival of the  Peter Tam ony R esearch Collection 
w ith  speeches and  an  open h o u se  April 23. 
C ohen cam e from the  Rolla cam pus of the univer
sity  to  explain “How th e  Tam ony Collection Came 
to M issouri”: Green, a  re tired  professor of folklore 
from  the University of Texas (Austin) an d  a  friend 
of Tam ony’s, cam e from  S an  Francisco  to tell 
ab o u t “Peter Tamony: Celtic Bard, Independent 
S cho lar”: an d  Frederic G. C assidy of DARE  cam e 
from  M adison to give the  first an n u a l Peter 
Tam ony M emorial Lecture on  Am erican 
Language, “The Way We Say It.”

ADS m em bers will get a  chance to  h ear about 
th e  Tam ony Collection a t th is  year's A nnual 
M eeting (see above). M eanwhile, those  in terested  
in  u sing  th e  collection should  address: Ms. 
Nancy Lankford, A ssociate D irector, W estern 
H istorical M anuscrip t Collection, 23 Ellis 
Library, Univ. of M issouri, C olum bia MO 65201; 
phone (314) 882-6028.
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AUGUST 27—30: SUMMER MEETING
ST. AUGUSTINE, TRINIDAD

WITH THE SOCIETY FOR CARIBBEAN LINGUISTICS
The Sixth Biennial Conference of the Society 

for Caribbean Linguistics, to be held at the 
University of the West Indies in St. Augustine, 
Trinidad, Aug. 27—30, is also the 1986 Summer 
Meeting of the American Dialect Society. Forty 
speakers will present papers.

Conference theme: Approaches to syntactic 
and semantic description in Caribbean 
languages—and in situations which share some
thing with those in the Caribbean.

Conference secretary: Donald Winford, Dept, 
of Language and Linguistics, University of the 
West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad, W.I.

Registration fee: $30 (U.S.); TT$75 for 
CARICOM residents. The fee includes a bound 
collection of the text of all papers, available to 
registrants at the start of the conference.

Accommodation: Prospective participants are 
requested to write the conference secretary 
immediately indicating which type of accommo
dation they prefer:

—Fifty single rooms, with communal bath
rooms, will be available at Milner Hall on campus. 
The provisional rate is $14 (TT$50) per night; it 
is likely to increase somewhat.

—Three Senior Common Rooms, singles, with 
breakfast, will also be available on campus.

—Bernard’s Apartments, near campus, have 
singles with private bathroom at $24 per night, 
singles with shared bathroom at $17. Meals by 
arrangement. (All prices in U.S. dollars.)

—Mt. St. Benedict’s Guest House has singles 
with shared bathroom at $23 per night, doubles 
with shared bathroom at $40, both including 
breakfast and dinner.

—In Port of Spain, half an hour’s drive from 
campus, special rates (based on a minimum of 
15 persons) are available at the Normandie Hotel: 
singles $35 (regularly $57), doubles $45 (regu
larly $68).

—Regular rates at other hotels: Trinidad 
Hilton, singles or doubles approximately $113; 
Kapok Hotel, singles $60, doubles $70; Holiday 
Inn, singles $80, doubles $90.

Excursions: Day touF to the sister island 
Tobago on Sunday, Aug. 31. Rates of $50 with 
airfare, $30 without airfare include transporta
tion to and from the airports, visits to the beau
tiful beach at Pigeon Point and the delightful

coral gardens of Buccoo Reef, and lunch.
Those wishing to go on this tour are advised to 

have their airline tickets routed through to 
Crown Point Airport, Tobago, via Port of Spain. 
This will save the cost of return air fare to 
Tobago.

If enough people are interested, a half-day 
beach excursion may be arranged on the after
noon of Saturday. Aug. 30 for those unable to 
make the Sunday tour.

Transportation to Trinidad: Airlines from the 
United States and Canada—Air Canada, 
B.W.I.A., American, Eastern, Pan Am, ALM. 
From Europe—B.W.I.A., British Airways, KLM. 
Notify the conference secretary well in advance of 
the date, time and flight number of your arrival.

Special air rates from New York: If a group of 
15 individuals can be formed by June, a special

CUSTOMS INFORMATION 
SCD-ADS Conference 1986  

Trinidad and Tobago
A valid passport is required of all persons 

16 or over. Its validity must exceed by at least 
6 months the date of your entry to Trinidad & 
Tobago. (This restriction does not apply to 
U.S. citizens.)

Visas are not necessary for citizens of 
Trinidad & Tobago, the Commonwealth, the 
United States (for tourism no longer than 2 
months), Venezuela (for tourism no longer 
than 14 days). Nationals of other countries 
should consult their travel agent, a local repre
sentative of Trinidad & Tobago, or a British 
consulate.

Transit visas are issued on arrival against 
the payment of TT$50 to tourists and short
term visitors (not exceeding 14 days).

If you enter Trinidad & Tobago within 6 
days of going through a country infected by 
yellow fever, you should have a vaccination 
certificate.

Change foreign currency only in a bank and 
keep the receipt so that you can reconvert on 
departure.

Before departure, you are required to pay 
an airport departure tax of TT$20 in local 
currency only.
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rate of $349 per person, round trip New York— 
Port of Spain, would be available on British West 
Indian Airways (the Trinidadian flag carrier), as 
arranged by ADS member John Holm. A block of 
15 reservations has been set aside for SCL and 
ADS members, leaving Tuesday, Aug. 26 and 
returning Sunday, Aug. 31. If fewer than 15 sign 
up, tickets will cost $399 each. Contact Ms. 
Marva Duke at CARIFTA Travel, 1380 Nostrand 
Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11226, phone (718) 693- 
1200—right away.

SUMMER MEETING PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY, 27 AUGUST

#  9:00 a.m. Registration.
#  10:30 a.m. Formal opening.
#  12:30 p.m. Lunch.
#  2:00 p.m. SCL Session:
□  “Internal and External Factors in the 

Development of the Sranan Comparative.” 
Jacques Arends.

□  “The Copula in Sranan.” Pieter Seuren .
□ “Rhetorical Questions in Sranan Tongo.” 

J ohn Wilner.
Refreshments.
□ “Predicate Structures in Saramaccan.” 

Mervyn Alleyne.
□  “Epenthetic -m i in Ndjuka: A Transitive 

Marker?” George Huttar.
□ “An Examination of Copula in Negerhol- 

lands.” Robin Sabino.
#  5:00 p.m. Session ends.
#  6:30 p.m. Cocktails.

THURSDAY, 28 AUGUST
#  9:00 a.m. SCL Session:
□  “Thematization in Jamaican Speech.” 

Pauline Christie.
□  “Deictic Markers in Jamaican Creole

NPs: An Analysis of a da  and dem.” Hubert 
Devonish and J. Pochard.

□  “A Description of Jamaican Pronouns with 
Reference to Guyanese.” Kean Gibson.

#  10:30 a.m. Refreshments.
#  10:45 a.m. SCL Session A:
□  “Past Forms and Their Function in Baha

mian English.” Anne Albury.
□  “Tense and Aspect in Samana English." S. 

Poplack and S. Tagliamonte.
□  “The Creole Basis for Panamanian Congo 

Speech: Verbal Constructions.” John Lipski.
#  10:45 a.m. SCL Session B:
□  “Recall and Verbalisation in the Jamaican 

Speech Situation.” Velma Pollard.
□ “Syntactic Description and Tone in 

Jamaican Creole.” David Sutcliffe.

May 1986
□  “The Intelligibility C riterion  in  W ritten 

Jam a ican  English." D avid  La w t o n .
#  12:15 p.m . Lunch.
#  2:00 p.m . ADS Session:
□  “The Sources of D urative/H abitual be  in  the 

Present-D ay Black E nglish V ernacu lar.” G uy 
B a il e y , Texas A&M Univ., an d  Na t a l ie  Ma y n o r , 
M ississippi S tate  Univ.

Theories of the origins of the black English dura- 
tive/habitual be (= be2) all assum e tha t be2 is a relic, 
merely a preservation of a form in some earlier vari
ety. Our research in Texas and Mississippi, 
however, has shown tha t th is assum ption is incor
rect. While invariant be was occasionally used in 
earlier varieties of black English, the form simply 
alternated with the conjugated forms. The 
systematic contrast between be and other present 
tense forms occurs only in the speech of younger 
blacks. Our work suggests th a t be2 is the conse
quence of an  independent syntactic reanalysis of 
the earlier invariant be, motivated by the lack of 
transparency in  the present tense forms, the 
anomalous nature of the English progressive, and 
the social insularity of blacks th a t resulted from the 
Great Migration.

This paper offers a  principled explanation of why 
be, ra ther than  some other present-tense form, was 
reanalyzed as a  durative/habitual marker. First, we 
suggest tha t invariant be, unlike either the conju
gated forms or the zero copula, had no syntactic 
constraints on its occurrence and  was thu s avail
able to carry a new sem antic and  syntactic load. 
Second, the invariant be used as an  alternate for 
the conjugated forms in  early black English was a 
homophone of another type of invariant be—one 
resulting from the deletion of an  underlying would. 
This second type of invariant be, along with would  
be, served as a past habitual marker. T hat invariant 
be apparently served as a stim ulus for the 
reanalysis.

Compelling evidence for our hypothesis comes 
from patterns of adverb cooccurrence. As Fasold 
(1972) h as  shown, in  present-day black English, 
frequency-of-occurrence adverbs are used far more 
often w ith durative/habitual be th an  w ith other 
present-tense forms. Our analysis of adverb cooc
currence both w ith invariant be  resulting from 
w ould  deletion and with w ould be in  earlier black 
English shows a sim ilar pattern. Frequency-of- 
occurrence adverbials are used almost exactly as 
often w ith these forms as w ith be2 in  the speech of 
younger blacks.

□  “Tidew ater P idgin .” Mary R. Miller, Univ. 
of M aryland.

Historical documents establish the existence of a 
pidgin language in  the Virginia area in  the late 17th 
and early 18th centuries. This pidgin has not been 
described in  the linguistic literature, although 
contemporary historical docum ents compared Its 
function to Latin and the lingua franca of the
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Levant. Apparently exclusively Amerind in  its 
origins, the pidgin a t th is  point had  not mixed with 
English, and  hence cannot be considered a form of 
American Indian Pidgin English, although It m ust 
have been partially relexlfled prior to the extinction 
of the Powhatan language In the second half of the 
18th century. This paper sum m arizes all available 
inform ation on th is tidewater pidgin, with a view to 
establishing its linguistic origins, its geographic 
d istribution, and  its  relationship to other East 
Coast trade languages, American Indian Pidgin 
English, and  Black pidgins and  creoles in  the area.

□  “The Evolution of th e  P resen t Tense of th e  
Verb to be: Evidence from  L iterary Dialects." 
Pa t r ic ia  L. R e p k a  an d  R ic k  E v a n s , Texas A&M 
Univ.

This study traces the evolution of the present 
tense of to be  in  Black English by surveying the 
literary dialects of American writers from 1767 to 
1982. In the first part of our study, we examine 
18th- and  19th-century American dram as, short 
stories and novels th a t represent the speech of black 
characters. In the second p art we examine the 
works of six major black novelists: Charles W. 
C hestnutt, Jean  Toomer, Langston Hughes, 
Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison and Alice Walker. The 
resulting data suggests th a t the development of th is 
paradigm  is somewhat different th an  w hat some 
sociolinguists believe. For example. If literary 
sources are an  accurate reflection of the speech, 
distributive-habitual be seems to be a  later develop
m ent, not part of the earliest black dialect. However, 
o ther features, such as the zero copula, are clearly 
integral aspects of the earliest present tense 
paradigm.

•  3:30 p.m . R efreshm ents.
•  3:45 p.m . SCL-ADS Session  A:
□  “Morphological Processes In H aitian  Creole: 

Evidence for S u b s tra tu m  Influence.” A. B r o u s - 
s e a u , S. F il ip o v ic h  an d  C. Le f e b v r e .

□  “The African S u b s tra tu m  in  A m erican 
E nglish: Evidence from  Plural F orm ation  in  
U pcountry Lower S o u th e rn .” M ic h a e l  I. M il l e r , 
Chicago S ta te  Univ.

In addition to loan words, African languages have 
Influenced American phonology and gram m ar in 
the replacement of final consonants with vowel 
nasality, simplification of final consonant clusters, 
assim ilation of /V following back vowels, and the 
pervasive deletion of articles, copulas, prepositions 
and other function words (Pederson 1983). This 
paper explores one detail of th is influence, forma
tion of plurals in the speech of Augusta, Georgia— 
the initial point of entry for African slaves in  the 
colony of Georgia. Languages and dialects in 
contact a t th is locality included a t least Creek, 
Cherokee, Yoruba, Ewe, Fante, Bambara, Mallnke, 
German, London English, East Anglian English, 
Southw estern English, Lowland and Ulster Scots 
English, and  Irish English.

Current synchronic field results show loss of final 
-s in  running  text. In addition, a  variety of forms for 
plurals of nouns ending in  -sp, -st and -sk, plurals 
of foo t, mouse, tooth and ox, and plurals of nouns 
of measure appear in both black and  white speech. 
The underlying 18th century British system 
included (1) voiced, voiceless and disyllabic -s 
forms, (2) -n forms, (3) m utation forms, (4) zero 
forms, (5) periphrastic forms, and  (6) a  unique 
suppletive form. However, the stem s to which the 
morphological processes apply vary in  both 18th 
century and  contemporary usage. Judging from 
curren t West African languages and creoles derived 
from them, generalized 18th century African 
systems included (1) zero forms, (2) periphrastic 
forms, (3) reduplicative forms, sometimes accom
panied by tonal modification, and  (4) suppletives.

Though lack of a  suffix cannot by Itself establish 
origins, suffixation always positively proves 
modeling on English. Furtherm ore, the spread of -s 
to stem s like fo o t and ox  a ttest formation of a 
second-stage caste dialect, probably after 1865 (cf. 
Schneider 1983). Among zero forms, measure 
nouns also seem to be unlikely sources of African 
influence, since measure nouns were m uch more 
frequently uninflected in  18th century use than  
today. However, words ending in  -sp, -st and -sk, 
when formed as plurals w ithout final -s, probably 
a ttest African influence due to the interaction of 
phonotactic and word-forming rules. Moreover, 
geographical evidence dem onstrates th a t these 
forms occur only in  areas of intensive English- 
African contact. Though phonologically incidental, 
therefore, final 0  in  these contexts is grammatically 
structural and  attests structural borrowing.

□  “H abitual Aspect M arkers in  W hite W est 
In d ian  E nglish: English , African o r O th er?” 
J e f f r e y  W il l ia m s .

•  3:45 p.m . SCL-ADS Session  B:
□  “Phonological R eduction  of A uxiliaries: Libe

r ia n  Evidence an d  a  Pan-Creole Rule." J o h n  
S in g l e r .

□  “Intelligibility of Non-native E nglish  in  th e  
C aribbean .” J o a n  Fa y e r .

□  “C ultu ral Schem ata  an d  L inguistic S h o rt 
C ircu it in  th e  C om prehension of Reggae Lyrics.” 
L i s e  W in e r , S o u th e rn  Illinois Univ., Carbondale.

Reggae is an  im portant cultural, social and  polit
ical form of expression in  Jam aica, as well as for 
Blacks and others elsewhere in  the Caribbean, 
Africa, England, the United States and  Canada. 
Drawing on recent research in  psycholinguistics 
and reading, two models—schem a theory and the 
linguistic short circuit—were applied to the ques
tion: How intelligible are reggae lyrics to native 
speakers of English?

Two hypotheses were developed: first, th a t the 
more developed the subjects’ prior knowledge and 
cultural schema, the more intelligible they would 
find the lyrics; second, that the closer the lyrics to
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standard English, the more Intelligible they would 
be to English speakers.

An observational study was carried out using as 
subjects native speakers of standard  Canadian or 
American English, Black American English, 
Jam aican Creole, and other West Indian creoles. A 
pre-test on cultural knowledge was given, followed 
by tests for main idea and transcribing selected 
verses from three reggae songs with lyrics in 
English, Creole and mixed. This paper will discuss 
test scores, strategies used by the subjects, and 
implications for further studies.

0 5:00 p.m. Sessions end.
0 8:00 p.m. Entertainment.

FRIDAY, 29 AUGUST
0 9:00 a.m. SCL Session:
□  “The Typology of Dictionaries of English- 

based Pidgins and Creoles.” Manfred GOrlach.
□  “A 19th-century Report on the Creole 

English of Tobago: The Utz-Schuchardt Corres
pondence.” Lise Winer and Glenn G. Gilbert, 
Southern Illinois Univ., Carbondale.

□  “Documenting Syntactic Change in 
Jamaican Creole.” B a r b a r a  La l l a .

0 10:30 a.m. Refreshments.
0 10:45 a.m. SCL Session A:
□  “A Morpho-syntactic and a Semantic Chal

lenge to the Creole Continuum.” Kathryn 
Shields.

□  “Morpho-syntactic Acculturation at the 
RuralAirban Interface in Guyana.” Walter 
Edwards.

□  “The Structural Organisation of St. Lucian 
Creole Narrative Discourse.” David Frank.

1 10:45 a.m. SCL Session B:
□  “A Comparison Across Lexical Bases of the 

Lexical and Semantic Sources of the Atlantic 
Creoles.” J ohn Holm, Hunter Coll., CUNY.

□  “Description and Suggested Application of a 
Dictionary and Data Base Covering Lexical 
Borrowings in Brazil from Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
J ohn Schneider.

□  “The Vocabulary of Samami.” Th. 
Damsteegt.

0 12:15 p.m. Lunch.
0 2:00 p.m. ADS Session:
□  “Camouflaged Forms in Early Black English: 

Evidence from the WPA Ex-Slave Narratives." 
J eutonne P. Brewer, Univ. of North Carolina, 
Greensboro.

Studies of Black English have discussed a signif
icant number of verbal forms that are part of stan
dard or nonstandard Black English but have 
syntactic-semantic functions different from their 
counterparts in white English. These camouflaged 
forms—a useful term suggested by Spears (1982)—

Include distributive be (Fasold 1972), non-concord 
am  as a continuative m arker related to invariant be 
(Brewer 1974, 1979), verbal -s suffix (3rd person 
singular present tense) as a durative m arker 
(Brewer 1986), come as a semi-auxiliary verb that 
expresses indignation (Spears 1982), and steady  as 
a pro-verb th a t marks intensive action (Baugh 
1983). Camouflaged forms provide speakers w ith a 
m eans of preserving significant syntactic and 
sem antic functions while adapting their language 
to the target or base language.

During the 1930s the Federal W riters’ Project of 
the Works Project A dm inistration collected reminis- 
censes from ex-slaves in 26 states. This paper will 
present the analysis of the ex-slaves’ use of camouf
laged forms in  the WPA interviews from Texas, one 
of the largest and most useful collections (Rawlck 
1979); the sample of 130 represents one-fifth of the 
Texas interviews. The data will be discussed in rela
tion to social factors th a t can Influence the use of 
camouflaged forms: sex, age and occupation 
(during slavery) of the ex-slaves as well as the WPA 
interviewers.

□  “The Discovery of Black English: ‘Here We 
Go Again!’” David L. S hores, Old D om inion 
Univ.

A January  1986 newspaper story on Black 
English, made available nationwide through the Los 
Angeles Times News Service, tells of how linguists 
and  educators have come to agree th a t “a separate 
black vernacular exists,” th a t it is “as sound as s tan 
dard English,” th a t it “arose from a  common West 
African pidgin,” and th a t understanding all th is has 
promise for black children in learning standard  
English. It reads as if these findings are brand  new, 
as if the scholarly and education com m unities have 
had  no experience at all w ith the language of ethnic 
minorities.

In the 1960s and early 1970s a great deal of a tten 
tion was placed on the language of blacks by 
scholars and  educators—and by Washington. 
Scholars produced a heap of uneven and controver
sial scholarship; educators were well-meaning bu t 
failed; and W ashington, as it often does, wasted a 
lot of money. All of th is took place In an  effort to 
solve ghetto educational problems. The best-known 
thing tha t came out of th is  was the Conference on 
College Composition and  Com m unication’s resolu
tion “S tudents' Right to Their Own Language,” a 
docum ent little cited today and for good reasons. 
The best th ing  th a t came ou t of th is was, eventually, 
some solid scholarship. The m ost damage was to 
the children and  teachers, especially the minorities.

Black English became an  enterprise, b u t one th a t 
later took a  nose-dive; w hether it was due to political 
or pedagogical failure, it is hard to say. B ut the 
intriguing th ing  is th a t Black English has now 
popped up  again w ith all the  same trappings, prob
lems, concerns, solutions. My concern is to evaluate 
th is  “new” discoveiy and to suggest how linguists 
should behave in  dealing w ith such m atters.



May 1986 NADS 18.2 Page 7

□  “In Need of More Evidence on Black English: 
The Ex-Slave N arratives R evisited.” W o l f g a n g  
V ie r e c k , Univ. Bam berg.

The few studies using the Ex-Slave Narratives as 
a source have shown tha t regional variation existed 
in  Early Black English. This result should lead to 
further investigations. As is known, South Carolina 
was the state w ith the highest Negro population. 
Thus one should expect linguistic differences 
between that state and the surrounding regions. 
Most revealing would be if such differences existed 
with features for which no or no exact regional 
dialectal British English parallels have as yet been 
found. The following features appear especially 
prom ising in this connection: th ird  person singular 
pronouns, been V, and no V. Their regional distrib- 
nution  in  the Ex-Slave Narratives will be discussed 
and compared w ith the situation in Caribbean 
creoles, British English dialects, and present-day 
Black English.

#  3:30 p.m . R efreshm ents.

•  3:45 p.m . SCL Session:
□  Paper by Donald Winford, Univ. of the West 

Indies.
□  Paper by Peter Roberts.
□  “The St. Kitts-Nevis Creole Verb P h rase .” 

Vincent Cooper.
□  “Notes on the  So-called Infinitive in  Creole.” 

Salikoko S. Mufwene, Univ. of Georgia, and  M. 
Dijkhoff.

•  5:00 p.m . Session ends.
SATURDAY, 30 AUGUST

•  9:00 a.m. SCL Session:
□  “W hat Can 'D ialect' M ean in  R elation to 

C aribbean  Creole E n g lish?” Robert LePage.
□  “Som e B arbadian  Etymologies." Frederic 

G. Cassidy , Univ. of W isconsin, M adison.
□  “The Concept do  in  E ng lish  an d  English- 

Lexicon Creole.” Dennis Craig.
O  11:00 a.m . General M eeting of the  SCL.

CALENDAR OF ADS REGIONAL MEETINGS 1986
ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL MEETING in

association  w ith  RMMLA, S aturday , Oct. 18; 
Denver. Hotel R adisson.

M em bership in  RMMLA is $12 for individuals, 
$8 for s tu d en ts . W rite RMMLA Executive 
D irector C harles G. Davis, Boise S ta te  Univ., 
Boise ID 83725.

ADS Chair: Gary Underwood, Dept, of English, 
Univ. of Texas, A ustin  TX 78712. Regional 
secretary: G ran t W. S m ith , E nglish  Dept., 
E aste rn  W ashington Univ., Cheney WA 99004.

•  1:45-3:15 p .m ., C entury Room.
□  “V ariation  in  Negative Concord in  Late 

Middle E ng lish .” C a r o ly n  O ’H e a r n , Univ. of 
Texas, El Paso.

□  “High an d  Mid Vowels in  Salt Lake Valley 
Speech .” Ma r ia n n a  D i Pa o l o , Univ. of Utah.

□  “Professors Who S peak  Like C hildren." 
R o b e r t  H a u s m a n n , Univ. of M ontana.

SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL MEETING in  
association  w ith  SCMLA, Saturday . Nov. 1; New 
O rleans, C larion Hotel.

The Clarion, a t 1500 C anal S t., is a renovation 
of the  old J u n g  Hotel. C onvention ra te s  will be 
$55 for singles, $65 for doubles. SCMLA 
m em bersh ip  is $8 for individuals, $4 for 
s tu d en ts . Write SCMLA, E nglish  D ept., Texas 
A&M Univ., College S ta tio n  TX 77843-4238.

ADS C hair: Kate Meyers, Faculty of English 
Language an d  L iterature; Univ. of Tulsa, Tulsa, 
OK 74104. Regional secretary: Scott Baird, 
E nglish  Dept., T rin ity  Univ., Box 105, 715 
S tad iu m  Dr., S an  A ntonio TX 78284.

•  10:45 a .m .-12:15 p .m .. O ak Room.
□  “How is the  A m erican Language 'Going'?

One S ign: The Use of go ing .” Le o n a r d  R.N. 
As h l e y , Brooklyn College, CUNY.

□  “W hen E nglish Isn 't E nglish: Yet A nother 
Foray in to  George W ashington Cable’s L inguistic 
V ariations in  L itera tu re .” W illia m  W. E v a n s , 
L ouisiana S tate  Univ.

□  B usiness session. E lection of officers.
□  “The Politics of Dialect: Edgew orth, Scott, 

an d  G askell.” Lynn  M. Al e x a n d e r , Univ. of 
Tulsa.

□  “Skyte, Skate, Skeet: T he Long Road to High 
G arre tt.” Me r r e l l  Kn ig h t e n , L ouisiana S ta te  
Univ., Shreveport.

MIDWEST REGIONAL MEETING in  associa
tion w ith  MMLA, T hursday, Nov. 6; Chicago 
H ilton a n d  Towers.

MMLA m em bersh ip  is $12 for full an d  
associate professors and  ad m in is tra to rs , $9 for 
o ther faculty, $5 s tu d e n t a n d  unem ployed. Write 
MMLA, 423 English/Philosophy Bldg., Univ. of 
Iowa, Iowa City, LA 52242.

ADS C hair: Michael I. Miller, Dept, of English, 
Chicago S ta te  Univ., 95 th  an d  M artin  L u ther 
King Drive, Chicago IL 60628. Regional secret
ary: D onald W. L arm outh , C om m unication  
Processes, Univ. of W isconsin, G reen Bay WI 
54302.

•  1:30-3:00 p .m .
□  “S tatistical M ethods in  Dialectology: Review 

and  C ritique .” D e n n is  G ir a r d , Univ. of 
W isconsin-Green Bay.

□  “M ultidim ensional Scaling  as a  S tatistical 
Analytical Procedure in  a  T rad itional Dialect 
S tudy .” C h a r l e s  L. Ho u c k , Ball S ta te  Univ.

□  “An Investigation in to  th e  Use of Inverse
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Factor Analysis for Forming Clusters of Infor
mants Based on Linguistic Variables.” Robert
S. Wachal, Unlv. of Iowa.

•  3:00-3:15 p.m. Break.
•  3:15-4:55 p.m.
□  “A Statistical Analysis of Verb Forms In the 

Linguistic Atlas of the North-Central States.” 
Michael Linn, Unlv. of Minnesota, Duluth, and 
Virginia McDavid, Chicago State Unlv., emer.

□  “Occlusion of /$ /  In American English.” 
James D. Alexander, Unlv. ofWlsconsin Center, 
Marshfield.

□  “A Comparative Description of Guyanese 
Creole and Black English Pre-Verbal Aspect 
Marker don.” Walter F. Edwards, Wayne State 
Unlv.

□  “Functioned Load. Probability, and Selected 
Consonants of Black English: An Explanation of 
Sound Change.” Daniel Kie s , Governors State 
Unlv.

•  4:55-5:15 p.m. Business Meeting.
SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING In

association with SAMLA, Saturday, Nov. 15; 
Atlanta, Westln Peachtree Plaza Hotel.

ADS Chair: Ann H. Pitts, Dept, of English,

ADS-SPONSORED SESSION 
AT NOTE, NOVEMBER 23

ADS SESSION at the 75th Anniversary 
Convention of the National Council of Teachers 
of English, Sunday, Nov. 23; San Antonio, 
Convention Center.

The Hyatt Regency San Antonio will be head
quarters hotel. Convention rates at eight 
hotels will be $60-875 for singles. $75-$90 for 
doubles. For membership information write 
NCTE, 1111 Kenyon Rd., Urbana, IL 61801.

•  10:30-11:45 a.m. Session D-26.
Chair: Lurline H. Coltharp, 4263 Ridgecrest, 

El Paso TX 79902 (Unlv. of Texas, El Paso). 
Associate Chair: Scott Baird, Trinity Unlv. 
Recorder-Reactor: Allan Metcalf, MacMurray 
Coll.

Topic: A New Resource: The Dictionary of 
American Regional English.

•  Program:
□ “DARE and the American Vocabulary.” 

Virginia G. McDavid. Chicago State Unlv.
□  "DARE and the Texan Vocabulary." Fred 

A. Tarpley, East Texas State Unlv.
Note for 1987: Next year the NCTE will meet 
In Los Angeles. Any member wishing to 
organize an ADS session for that meeting 
should contact the ADS executive secretary by 
September 1986.

PRESENT-DAY ENGLISH 
DISCUSSION GROUP

MLA ANNUAL MEETING 1986 
New York City

Theme: English World Wide
Presiding: Patricia C. Nichols, English 

Dept., San Jose State Unlv., San Jose CA 
95192.

□  “Chinese Borrowings In English and 
Their Distribution.” Garland Cannon, Texas 
A&M Unlv.

□  “Toward a Description of Non-Native Vari
eties of Standard English." Peter H. Lowen- 
burg, Georgetown Unlv.

□  “British and American Syntax." J ohn 
Algeo, Unlv. of Georgia.

□  “English and Gender: the Status of the 
Sexes In Native and Non-Native Varieties.” 
Tamara Valentine, Unlv. of Illinois, Urbana.

9030 Haley Center, Auburn University, AL 
36849-3501. Regional secretary: Jeutonne P. 
Brewer, English Dept., Unlv. of North Carolina, 
Greensboro NC 27412.

•  Program:
□  “Vowel Changes in Columbus, Ohio.” Erik 

R. Thomas, Duke Univ.
□  “Talking Through a Smile: High School 

Cheerleader Talk In Middle Georgia.” Wayne 
Glowka, Georgia Coll., and Ellen Glowka, 
Georgia Military Coll. Prep School.

□  “A Variant of the ‘Invariant’ be.” Cynthia 
Bernstein, Texas A&M Unlv.

□  “Phonetic Constraints on the Restoration of 
Postvocalic /r/: Evidence from LAGS.” Guy 
Bailey, Texas A&M Univ.

□  “Micromapping.” Lee  Pederson , Emory 
Unlv.

VERBATIM, The Language Quarterly of fun 
and games, again offers a $1000 first prize, $500 
second prize, and $250 third through sixth 
prizes In a contest for original articles, not to 
exceed 2000 words, on any topic pertaining to 
language—how to speak It, write It, play with It, 
mutilate it, criticize it, or enliven it. July 31 Is 
the deadline for entries; before then, send a 
SASE for contest rules (which must be observed) 
to Verbatim, Box 668, Essex CT 06426.

ADS Life Member Barbara Hunt Lazerson was 
second-prize winnter in 1985 for “Patterned 
Words and Phrases,” published in the January 
1986 issue. She won first prize the previous year.
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HOW DO YOU CALL THE CATTLE? A REQUEST FOR HELP
(Letter to the ADS from Dane Leathers, P.O. Box 
3291, San Francisco, CA 94119. He would 
welcome replies.)

I am organizing a computer service for indi
viduals and groups involved In Bovine research. 
In preparing the texts for this project one 
problem keeps arising. There is no specific word 
in Modem English for the animals we commonly 
call cattle.

“Cattle” is a generic term that refers to a fairly 
large family of mammals. Since only two types of 
cattle have, up till now, been kept commercially 
in this country (European common cattle and 
the humped Zebu of India), no specific term was 
needed. Now breeders are beginning to experi
ment with entirely separate species of cattle, and 
there is no practical way to differentiate our more 
familiar bovines from the new arrivals.

Perhaps listing the species and types involved 
will Illustrate the problem more precisely:

AUROCHS (Bos primigenius primigenius)— 
Extinct ancestor of humpless (and at present 
nameless) domestic cattle of species Bos taurus.

—?— (Bos taurus)—Non-humped common 
cattle. This is the animal most Americans would 
associate with the word “cattle.”

ZEBU (Bos indicus)—Humped domestic cattle 
of India. Sometimes called "Brahman” by Amer
icans.

GAUR (Bos gaums)—Large wild cattle of India 
and Southeast Asia.

MITHUN (Bos frontalis)—Domestic form of the 
Gaur.

BANTENG (Bos banteng)—Wild cattle of 
Southeast Asia and Indonesia.

BALI CATTLE (Bos banteng domesticus)— 
Domestic form of the Banteng.

If you add to this list Water Buffalo, Yak, and 
Bison, which are also technically cattle, you get 
a potentially confusing situation. Several of these 
species are already being developed for commer
cial usage in this country and more will almost 
certainly be introduced in the near future. A 
precise noun that clearly refers to our common 
cattle is necessary now that it is no longer the 
only bovine in the barnyard.

As late as Chaucerian times a specific word for 
common cattle did exist in English. “Cattle" at 
that time referred to all hoofed livestock. Neat 
Cattle (from the Icelandic word for ox, Naut) 
meant bovines. Unfortunately the slang word 
“neat" (as in groovy or delightful) is already 
currently In use.

Any suggestions that you or your colleagues 
could make on developing a word from Latin,

Greek, or other sources to fill this philological 
gap would be deeply and widely appreciated. The 
most Important domestic animal in America is 
by far the least understood. We have never even 
bothered to name it.
COMMITTEES FOR 1986

Much of the work of the Society takes place in 
its committees. Additional hard-working 
members are generally welcome: if you are 
interested, write the appropriate chair or the 
Executive Secretary.

These are the committees for 1986, appointed 
at the 1985 Annual Meeting by President Clark:

Committee on New Words: Chair, Mary Gray 
Porter, Box 4904, University, AL 35486. 
Members: William W. Evans. Michael Montgom
ery, Thomas M. Paikeday, Richard E. Ray.

Committee on Non-English Dialects: Chair, 
Juergen Eichoff, Dept, of German, Untv. of 
Wisconsin, 838 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden 
Drive, Madison, W1 53706. Vice chair: Anthony 
B. House. Members: Scott Baird, C. Richard 
Beam, Robert H. Buchheit. Werner Enninger, 
Marion Lois Huffines, Alan S. Kaye, Nolan P. 
LeCompte, Dorothy M. Lee, Norman F. Roberts.

Committee on Proverbs and Proverbial 
Sayings: Chair, Kelsie B. Harder, English Dept., 
State Univ. College, Potsdam, NY 13676. 
Members: Shirley L. Arora, Dan Ben-Amos, 
Charles Clay Doyle, J.W. Hassell Jr., Stewart A. 
Kingsbury, Wolfgang Mieder. (See NADS 18.1, p. 
13.)

Committee on Regionalisms and Linguistic 
Geography: Chair, Edward Callary, English 
Dept., Northern Illinois Univ., DeKalb. IL 60115. 
Vice chair: Bruce Southard. Members: Michael 
R. Dressman, Martha C. Howard, A. Murray 
Kinloch, Michael I. Miller, Terry K. Pratt, Laur
ence Seits.

Committee on Usage: Chair, Edward Finegan, 
Dept, of Linguistics, Univ. of Southern Califor
nia, Los Angeles, CA 90089. Vice chair: Virginia 
G. McDavid. Members: John Algeo. Dennis 
Baron, Thomas Creswell, Boyd Davis, Andrew F. 
Downey Jr., William Evans, Kelsie Harder, 
Michael Linn, Charles F. Meyer, Michael 
Montgomery, Avis K. Payne, Richard K. Redfem, 
Ethel Grodzlns Romm. Laurence E. Seits, Alan 
Slotkin.

Committee on Teaching: Chair, Donald M. 
Lance, Dept, of English, 231 Arts & Sciences 
Bldg., Univ. of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211. 
Vice chair: Crawford Feagln. Members: Lynn 
Beene, Lawrence M. Davis, Arthur W. Glowka, 
Virginia G. McDavid, Rose Nash, John Tinkler.
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COUNSELING WITH THE LEARNED
B y  J o h n  A lgeo

The A m erican Council of Learned Societies 
held  its  a n n u a l m eeting in  New York City on  10- 
11 April 1986. The ACLS is  a n  organ iza tion  of 45 
organ iza tions devoted to  h u m an is tic  scholar
sh ip , w ith  a  m em bersh ip  rsinging, a lphabeti
cally, from the  A m erican Academy of A rts and  
Sciences to th e  Society of Biblical L iterature  an d  
including, in  add ition  to  the  A m erican Dialect 
Society, the  MLA an d  the  LSA. R epresen ting  the  
ADS a t th is  m eeting  w ere ou r executive secre t
ary, Allan Metcalf; an  honored  g u est of th e  ADS 
a n d  ACLS, Allen Walker Read; an d  me as dele
gate.

The an n u a l m eeting  provides a n  opportun ity  
for the  secretaries of th e  various co n stitu en t 
o rgan iza tions to get together to  com pare no tes 
ab o u t how societies operate an d  for delegates to 
sh a re  com m on concerns, as well a s  for th e  ACLS 
to tra n sa c t its  official bu sin ess . T h is year we also 
h a d  the  opportun ity  to m eet th e  new  p res id en t
elect of the  ACLS, S tanley N. Katz, who com es to 
th e  Council from  Princeton, w here he  h as  been 
Professor of th e  H istory of A m erican Law an d  
Liberty an d  of Public a n d  In ternational Affairs. 
(He grew u p  in  Chicago an d  is a  C ubs fan—ed.) 
Mr. Katz’s m ost recent w ork h a s  been in  the  
h istory , policy, an d  laws of charitab le  tru s ts  an d  
foundations—a very useful background  for the 
chief executive of the  ACLS.

D uring  th e  m eeting we heard  an  add ress by 
J o h n  Agresto, the  ac ting  cha irm an  of the  NEH, 
on  the  endangered  s ta tu s  of th e  study  of g reat 
books in  th e  W estern T radition . We h ea rd  one 
panel on  th e  A m erican S tud ies Program , 
consisting  of p resen t or p a s t fellows from  E ast 
G erm any, D enm ark, an d  Jap an , an d  an o th e r on 
C hinese s tu d ies , consisting  of th ree  Am erican 
sinologists. The H askins Lecture on  “The Life of 
L eam ing” w as delivered by M ilton V. A nastos, 
UCLA Professor E m eritu s of Byzantine Greek.

A report by D eanna M arcum , v ice-president of 
th e  Council on  Library Resources, em phasized 
th e  problem s libraries are having w ith  books 
p rin ted  on paper whose acid con ten t d isin teg 
ra te s  the paper itself. At th e  Library of Congress. 
25 percent of the books published after 1850 can 
no  longer be used. The life expectancy of a  book 
pub lished  on  ordinary, non-acid-free paper is 
only 50 to 60  years, after w hich it  ceases to  be  a  
book and becom es "brown snow .” A program  for 
th e  preservation  of b rittle  m aterials now exists, 
an d  guidelines for the w ork of preservation  an d  
for sh a rin g  th e  resu lts  are  being  prepared. It is
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estim ated  th a t  over 3 m illion titles now  need to 
be preserved.

The ACLS is know n b es t to m ost of u s  as a 
source of fellowships, g ran ts-in -aid , an d  travel 
g ra n ts  for p a rtic ip a tio n  in  conferences abroad 
(like the M ethods VI conference in  Wales next 
sum m er—ed.). It also spon so rs  a variety of o ther 
activities an d  good w orks, however, of w hich 
those  cited  above are  only a  sam ple. Next year's 
m eeting  will be held in  W ashington, D.C., in  
celebration of the b icen tenn ia l of the C o n stitu 
tion.

NOTES ON SCHOLARLY 
COMMUNICATION

(A n ew  ven ture  o f th e  ACLS, the  O ffice o f  
Scho larly  C om m unica tion , m en tions the  
fo llo w in g  item s in  its new sletter. For the  
com plete story on a n y  item , w rite the  fr ie n d ly  
editors, Herbert C. M orton a n d  A n n e  J . Price, 
O ffice o f  Scho larly  C om m unica tion  a n d  
Technology, 1717 M a ssa ch u se tts  Ave. NW, 
W ashington, DC 20036; p h o n e  202-328-2431.)

GOOD FOR THE BOOK—Prof. Hugh. K enner 
of Jo h n s  H opkins, in  a  ta lk  on new  technology, 
offered a  rea ssu rin g  lesson  from  th e  p ast: “eveiy 
new  technology, w hen it applies for adm ission  to 
a citadel of th e  intellect, h a s  invariably received 
its first welcome from  th e  lib ra rian .” Electric 
lights, a ir condition ing , copying m achines, an d  
now the  com puter. By analogy, th e  com puter 
“m ay be som ehow  good for the  book .”

SIMPLE SOFTWARE— C onfirm ing “th e  widely 
held view th a t  a  m ore expensive program  is n o t 
necessarily a  b e tte r p ro g ram ,” the  OSCT sings 
p ra ises of a  $65 general-purpose d a ta  m anage
m en t program , PC-FILE III, for use  w ith  a n  IBM 
PC. In tu rn , PC-FILE can  be used  w ith  PC-DBDB, 
a $23 on-disk guide to 400  specialized program s 
th a t  m anage tex tual data .

OPTICAL SCANNERS are  becom ing m ore 
capable an d  affordable ($6,000-$35,000).

THE ASSOCIATION FOR COMPUTATIONAL 
LINGUISTICS holds its  2 4 th  an n u a l m eeting  a t 
C olum bia Univ. J u n e  10-13. w ith  tu to ria l 
sessions as well as  paper p resen ta tio n s. ACL's 
research  areas include phonetics, phonology, 
lexicology, syntax, sem an tics, dialectology an d  
language change. M em bership a t $15 a  year 
includes the  quarterly  C om puta tiona l L ingu is
tics. Write D onald E. Walker, ACL, Bell 
C om m unications R esearch, 445 S o u th  St. MRE 
2A379, M orristow n N J 07960; phone (201) 829- 
4312.
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COMING IN AMERICAN SPEECH 
61.2: Summer 1986

ARTICLES: “E nglish  C onstructions of the 
Type F rench-built [w idgets],” Ian B.G. 
M ackenzie an d  Igor Mel'fiuk; “The Language of 
Naval F ighter Pilots, ” T hom as E. M urray; “Flip- 
Flop Prestige in  Am erican tune, d u ke , n e w s ,” 
A nn P itts; “Yuppies, Yumpies, Yaps, and  
Com puter-A ssisted Lexicology,” Fred Shapiro; 
“P orchm outh  for P ortsm outh ,” David L. 
Shores.

REVIEWS: by Je u to n n e  P. Brewer of Edgar 
W. Schneider, M orphologlsche u n d  syn ta k -  
tlsche  V ariablen  im  a m erika n isch en  Early  
B la ck  English-, by B arbara  H u n t Lazerson of 
F rancine F rank  an d  F rank  A nshen, L anguage  
a n d  the  Sexes;  by W alter F. Edw ards of Jo h n  
B augh an d  Joel Sherzer, eds.. L anguage in  
Use: R ea d in g s  in  Socio lingu istics; by Amy J . 
Devitt ofW.N. Francis, D ialectology: A n  Intro
duction; by Je rr ie  C. Scott of Irving Lewis 
Allen, T he  L anguage  o f E thn ic  Conflict: Social 
O rganiza tion  a n d  Lexical Culture; by W. 
K ruck of M orton S. Freem an, A T reasury fo r  
Word Lovers; by W.F.H. Nicolaisen of William 
A. Read, rev. Jam es B. McMillan, In d ia n  Place  
N a m es in A la b a m a . MISCELLANY.

61.3: Fall 1986
ARTICLES: “B arbadian  Creole—Possibility 

an d  Probability ,” Frederic G. Cassidy; “The 
Cryptolectal Speech of the  Am erican Roads: 
Traveler C an t an d  A m erican Anglorom ani, ” Ian 
Hancock; “A Synchronic S em antic  Analysis of 
de- an d  un- in  A m erican English," E dna 
Andrews; “Factors Affecting the  F orm ation of 
C itizen Nam es in  th e  U nited S ta te s .” Philip 
Shaw ; “The Influence of th e  M ississippi River 
on N orthern  D ialect B oundaries,” Craig 
Carver.

REVIEWS: by Phyllis R. Randall of Deborah 
T annen , C onversa tional S tyle: A n a ly z in g  
T a lk  A m ong Friends; by M ark Baggett of 
J u d i th  S. N eam a n a n d  Carole G. Silver, K ind  
Words: A  T h esa u ru s  o f  E u p h em ism s;  by S arah  
Lawson of D .J. E n righ t, ed.. Fair o f Speech: 
T h e  Uses o f E u p h em ism ;  by R ichard A. Spears 

of Guy L. Steele, J r . et a l., T he  H acker’s  D iction
ary, and  E rn est L. Abel, A  M arih u a n a  D iction
ary: Words, Term s, E ven ts, a n d  Persons 
R e la ted  to C annab is;  by William A. 
K retzschm ar, J r .  of C andace West, R outine  
C om plications: Troubles  w ith  T alk  B etw een  
Doctors a n d  P atients. MISCELLANY.

INAUGURAL REPRESENTATIONS
Last year th ree m em bers officially represented  

the  ADS a t inaugura tions:
D a v id  K. Ba r n h a r t  a t th e  in au g u ra tio n  of 

Michael J . A danti as p residen t of S ou thern  
C onnecticu t S tate  University, May 9.

H.B. W o o l f : “O n 3 M arch 1983 I represen ted  
the  ADS a t the  creation  of the  C onnecticu t S tate 
University. On 1 October 1985 I re tu rn ed  to New 
B rita in  for the in au g u ra tio n  of the un iversity ’s 
second p resident, Dallas K. Beal. More th a n  80 
delegates from colleges an d  universities in  New 
E ngland  an d  the  Middle A tlantic sta tes, an d  from 
learned societies, m arched in  the academ ic 
procession.

“T here w as m uch  speechm aking d u rin g  the 
tw o-hour ceremony, those holding forth 
including  the  Governor an d  represen tatives of 
the s tu d en ts , a lum ni, faculty, an d  p residen ts of 
the four in s titu tio n s  th a t co n stitu te  the  Univer
sity. The inaugura l address was preceded by 
sing ing  of the Gloria from a  M ozart m ass—a 
highly appropriate  selection in  view of th e  visit 
of the  h u rrican e  Gloria to C onnecticu t five days 
before th e  in a u g u ra tio n .”

D a v id  L. S h o r e s : “It w as very easy for me to 
rep resen t the  A m erican Dialect Society a t the 
in au g u ra tio n  of Robert M archant O'Neil as six th  
p resid en t of the University of V irginia. The plan 
w as to have the  cerem ony ‘on  the law n ,’ b u t 
difficulties arose in  carrying it out, for ligh t did 
no t b reak  on yonder stage. Charlottesville, 'tis a 
sham e, w as no t a t its best, w hereupon the 
m ulticolored en tourage w as sh u ttled  to  an d  from 
University Hall, a  s tru c tu re  n o t graced by Jeffer
so n ’s deft h an d  b u t one b ro u g h t to life by ano ther 
V irginian who stood tall, R alph Sam pson.

“I w as am ong 14 o ther delegates of learned 
societies an d  scores of o thers of un iversities near 
an d  far, n o t to m en tion  a horde of dign itaries of 
th e  Com m onw ealth, form er governors, an d  the 
cu rren t one who, like o ther platform  speakers, 
thoroughly  Jeffersonian ized  the company. 
O’Neil’s  address h ad  wit, learning, p raise  for 
UVA’s past, an d  w ider im plications for new 
p a th s . Jefferson ian ism s becam e a b it cum brous, 
b u t  they, all in  all, proved a  good fit for the 
th o u g h ts  an d  feelings of the  occasion. . . .

“In sum , in  a pastiche of a n  old friend: Greet 
w as th e  feeste in  Charlottesville th a t day (Oct. 2), 
an d  wel we were esed atte  beste  (R adisson Hotel 
Charlottesville). In al the rou te  n as  th e r  yong ne 
old th a t  he ne seyde It was a nobel feeste. There 
sau g h  we m any sm other w onder storie, the  which 
me lis t n a t draw en to m em orie . . . there is 
nam oore to seye."
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FROM THE REPORTS OF 1985 REGIONAL MEETINGS
ROCKY MOUNTAIN MEETING

There w as very good a tten d an ce  a t ou r m eeting 
in  Provo, U tah, th is  p a s t O ctober 18. Twenty- 
three people filed th ro u g h  the  room  for a t  least 
p a rt o f th e  sesison , an d  18 stayed long enough 
to  sign  a sheet Ind icating  th e ir  in te rest (or not) 
in  p resen tin g  a  paper a t nex t year’s conference.

The p resen ta tio n s w en t well, especially those 
of M arianna Di Paolo an d  Gary Underwood. Ms. 
D1 Paolo h a s  m ade considerable progress in  a 
s tu d y  of dialect in  th e  Salt Lake valley. Her d a ta  
show  co n tras ts  betw een natives an d  non-natives 
as well as  betw een areas of the  valley, betw een 
M orm ons an d  non-M orm ons, an d  th e  relative 
conservatism  of boys a n d  girls. S ign ifican t 
features include th e  u se  of double m odals and  
+ a n ym ore  (“Oh, is n ’t  th a t  d isgu stin g  th e re ’s 

ju s t  so m uch  of it  in  th e  new s anym ore!”), and  
seven phonetic  varia tions (e.g. the  n eu tra liza tion  
of back vowels before /r/ as  in  pour-poor or 
perhaps barn-born). W hen h e r s tu d y  is com plete 
Ms. Di Paolo hopes to  com pare her re su lts  w ith 
s tud ies of nearby Rocky M ountain  regions.

Mr. Underwood’s p re sen ta tio n  w as a  very 
en te rta in in g  survey of a ttitu d e s  tow ard a s  well 
as differences an d  p a tte rn s  w ith in  Texas 
dialects. His paper w as voted b es t of th e  confer
ence, an d  so he will serve as ch a ir of o u r m eeting  
next October in  Denver.

Je a n e tte  Campbell w as unab le  to  a ttend . 
However, h e r research  w as sum m arized  by Fred 
Tarpley, h e r  m en to r an d  o u r p resid ing  officer for 
th is  year’s conference.

O ur th a n k s  go also to D arw in Hayes of BYU, 
who a rranged  for o u r luncheon  afterw ard. Only 
12 a ttended , b u t  it w as a  good chance to  talk  
more ab o u t th e  topics an d  to exchange a  few

MEETINGS IN 1987
1987 ADS S u m m er M eeting, f irs t w eek of 

A ugust: M ethods VI, S ix th  In ternational 
Conference on M ethods in  Dialectology, Univ. 
College of N orth Wales. O rganizer: Alan R. 
Thom as, Dept, of L inguistics, Univ. College of 
North Wales, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG, 
Wales, U.K.

Travel gran ts  for U.S. res id en ts  will be avail
able on  a  com petitive b asis  from  the  Am erican 
Council of Learned Societies. D eadline for 
applications is M arch 1, 1987. F u rth e r  infor
m ation  in  fu tu re  issu es  of NADS.

1987 NCTE M eeting, Nov. 21-22, Los 
Angeles.

1987 ADS A nnual M eeting, Dec. 27-30,
w ith MLA and  LSA, S an  Francisco.

h o rro r s to ries abou t cam p u s politics.
A ttendance h a s  increased  steadily  over the  last 

four years, and , of course, we look forw ard to 
seeing even m ore of ou r colleagues In Denver.

-—G rant S m ith
SOUTH ATLANTIC MEETING

I estim ate  th a t 55-60 p ersons a tten d ed  the 
Nov. 2 m eeting: 44  signed  th e  sh ee ts  circu lated  
d u rin g  th e  m eeting.

George T. Dorrill (Univ. of S o u th  Carolina) 
organized the  program , w hich  received m uch 
favorable com m ent. Papers were p resen ted  by 
William G. Pickens, Michael B. M ontgomery, Ann 
H. P itts , M ichael I. Miller an d  V irginia G eraty (see 
NADS 17.3, p. 7). —J e u to n n e  P. B rew er
SOUTH CENTRAL MEETING

Mackie B lan ton  h a d  two p ap ers  lined u p  for 
th e  Nov. 8  m eeting: one by Kate Meyers an d  one 
by Paul Gilmer. (Mackie tu rn ed  dow n four 
o thers.) He also h a d  two respo n d en ts  prepared  
to  d iscu ss  bo th  papers. U nfortunately  Gilmer 
h ad  to  cancel an d  we were dow n to one paper 
an d  one responden t. Fortunately , Meyers’ paper 
on  the  p ro n u n c ia tio n  of /i/ an d  Id  in  T u lsa  was 
excellently w ritten  an d  professionally delivered 
an d  B ruce S o u th a rd  h ad  read  h e r  paper before 
com ing, so he w as well p repared . And th e  12 
people in  a tten d an ce  becam e excited eno u g h  th a t 
we talked dialectology u n til  we were p u sh ed  ou t 
a t th e  en d  of ou r allotted h o u r a n d  a  half.

— Scott B aird

THE JOURNAL OF PIDGIN AND CREOLE 
LANGUAGES begins publica tion  th is  spring . 
E ditor is ADS m em ber G lenn Gilbert, D ept, of 
L inguistics, S o u th e rn  Illinois Univ., C arbondale 
IL 62901; phone (618) 536-3385. An associated  
m onograph  series, th e  Creole L a n g u a g e  Library, 
is ed ited  by P ieter M uysken, Dept, of G eneral 
L inguistics, Univ. of A m sterdam , S p u ls tra a t 
210, P.O. Box 19188, 1010 Vt A m sterdam , 
N etherlands.

The jo u rn a l will pub lish  approxim ately 225 
pages a  year in  two issues. S u b sc rip tio n s for 
1986 are  $25 for Individuals, $35 for in s titu tio n s  
from  th e  pub lisher, J o h n  B enjam ins, One 
B uttonw ood S quare, Philadelphia PA 19130.

THE SOUTHERN ENGLISH NEWSLETTER
appeared  in  its  th ird  issu e  last fall, w ith  a  long 
article by editor M ichael M ontgom ery on 
“U pdating the  A nnotated  B ibliography of 
S o u th e rn  A m erican E n g lish .” Copies are  free 
from  M ontgom ery a t  Dept, of English , Univ. of 
S o u th  C arolina, C olum bia SC 29208.
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NEW BOOKS BY ADS MEMBERS
If you have recently published a book, send 

pertinent information to Executive Secretary Allan 
Metcalf (address on cover), and we’ll mention it 
here.

Charles-James N. Bailey. English Phonetic 
Transcription. SIL Pubs, in Linguistics 74, 
Catalog No. 10750. Summer Institute of Linguis
tics (Bookstore, 7500 W. Camp Wisdom Road, 
Dallas, TX 75236), 1984. 291 pp. Paper $18. The 
chief purpose of this writing is transcription. 
Originally based on the pronunciation of the 
South of England, it has now been revised to give 
equal time to Southern States English and also 
discusses the transcriptional details of Welsh, 
Scottish, Irish, Australian, New Zealand, Cana
dian and South African English, as well as 
Vernacular Black English in America and several 
creole varieties. The book also treats social and 
other demographic trends affecting these vari
eties in recent years. Attention is given to 
avoiding the many misconceptions that prevail 
concerning descriptions of the sounds; to length 
and other prosodic matters; and to lectal diver
sity. ISBN 0-88312-000-3.

Dennis Baron. Grammar and Gender. New 
Haven: Yale U- Press, 1986. ix + 249 pp. $23.50. 
Surveying dictionaries, etymologies, grammars 
and general linguistic treatises from the Renais
sance to the present, this book looks at the ways 
in which preconceptions about sex and sex roles 
have influenced ideas about language, and tells 
of past and present efforts to correct sex biases 
in usage and vacabulary. Publishers Weekly says 
that while Baron is sometimes maddeningly 
noncommital, “this scholarly book is fun to 
read."

Gerald Leonard Cohen. Studies in Slang, 
Part I. Forum Anglicum 14.1. Peter Lang 
Publishing (34 East 39th St., New York, NY 
10016), 1985. 162 pp. Paper $19. Detailed 
discussion of skedaddle, ker- (e.g. kerflop), 
smart Aleck, shlemiel, posh, jim-dandy, the 
real McCoy, rileyed ‘drunk’, hunky-dory. My 
name is Hanes, like Kelsey’s nuts and related 
expressions, Cajun nicknames. ISBN 3-8204- 
8930-4.

Joyce Penfield and Jack Ornstein-Galicia. 
Chicano English. Varieties of English Around 
the World, G7. John Benjamins (One Button- 
wood Square, Philadelphia, PA 19130), 1985. viii 
+ 112 pp. Paper$17. A comprehensive examina
tion of the most widespread ethnic dialect of U.S. 
English, spoken by large sections of the popula
tion in the American Southwest. Special atten
tion is given to the question of homogeneity as
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against ordered variation within Chicano 
English, to features of pronunciation and gram
mar, to its communicative functions, to the 
evaluative attitudes of its speakers and others, 
and to its uses in literature and the media. ISBN 
90-272-4865-6.

Herbert Penzl. Friihneuhochdeutsch. 
Germanistische Lehrbuchsammlung, ed. H.-G. 
Roloff, 9. Peter Lang Publishing (34 East 39th 
St., New York, NY 10016), 1984. 203 pp. Early 
New High German is the German language 
between 1350 and 1700. This book describes the 
development of phonology, morphology, syntax 
and lexicon primarily through analysis of textual 
selections; excerpts from S. Brant, M. Luther, 
Hans Sachs, J. Fischart, M. Opitz and others.

Richard A. Spears, chief ed. Diccionario 
Basico Norteamericano: Diccionario Funda
mental Para Estudio del Ingles. Barcelona, 
Spain: Alhambra, 1985.

Richard A. Spears. The Slang and Jargon of 
Drugs and Drink. Scarecrow Press (Box 4167, 
Metuchen, NJ 08840), 1986. 601 pp. $42.50. 
Definitions, sources, dates and etymologies or 
origins for 8,000 terms, many of them Spanish. 
The 258 cited sources include addicts as well as 
glossaries and dictionaries. Many terms are 
cross-referenced to lists of synonyms, including 
624 terms for marijuana, 167 for powdered 
cocaine, 151 for PCP (angel dust). ISBN 0-8108- 
1864-7.

Laurence Urdang and Frederick G. Ruffner. 
Jr., eds. Allusions■—Cultural, Literary, Biblical, 
and Historical: A Thematic Dictionary. 2nd ed. 
Gale Research Co. (Book Tower, Detroit, MI 
48226), June 1986. 634 pp. $68. More than 
8700 allusions (Horatio Alger story, Midas touch, 
Edsel, Scrooge, Superman, Hercules) arranged 
under more than 700 categories such as Abduc
tion, Adolescence, Age, Ambiguity, Boredom. 
Enlarged 25 percent over first edition. Index and 
bibliography. ISBN 0-8103-1828-8.

H.J. Warkentyne, ed. Papers from the Fifth 
International Conference on Methods in Dialec
tology: Articles de la cinquieme conference 
Internationale sur les methodes de recherche en 
dialectologie. U. of Victoria, 1985 [1986]. 494 
pp. $32 (Cdn) from H.J. Warkentyne. Dept, of 
Linguistics. Univ. of Victoria, P.O. Box 1700, 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 2Y2, Canada. 36 papers, 
including the keynote address, “American Dialec
tology: A Historical Overview” by Raven I. 
McDavid, Jr., to whose memory the volume is 
dedicated.
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FREDERIC GOMES CASSIDY, LITT.D. (MICHIGAN)
From the  citation read  a t the  U niversity o f  

M ich igan’s  M ay 3 com m encem ent:
Frederic G. Cassidy h a s  illum inated  our u n d e r

stan d in g  of E nglish in  America, and  h is  work 
will continue to stim u la te  the curiosity  of fu tu re  
generations who delight in the varieties of 
E nglish in  o u r diverse land. “The lexicographer,” 
Professor C assidy h a s  w ritten , “is the encyc
lopedist an d  the  b o n d sm an  of w ords.” In feudal 
tim es, a b o n d sm a n , willingly or not, was b ound  
for a lifetime to the m an o r an d  its  lord. Likewise, 
Professor C assidy h as  sp en t m ore th a n  a half 
cen tu ry  in  the  service of the  E nglish language, 
a n  a ttach m en t th a t  he  willingly form ed soon 
after h is  arrival for h is  doctoral s tud ies a t  the 
University of M ichigan in  1931. Engaged here as 
an  editorial a ss is ta n t for the E arly  M odern  
E nglish  D ictionary  an d  for the M iddle E ng lish  
D ictionary, h is  app ren ticesh ip  led to jo u r
neym an w ork and  eventually to h is  p resen t 
m astery  of h is  craft.

The first of the five volum es of h is  D ictionary  
o f A m erican  R egional E n g lish  appeared in  1985, 
the  cu lm ination  of 20 years of research  across 
the  50 s ta te s  an d  deep in to  the  archives of 
letters, d iaries, an d  o th e r personal docum ents 
th a t  reveal regional usage from the  American 
past. Ju s tly  celebrated for its learn ing  an d  as a 
source of fun , the D ictionary  takes its  readers 
in to  churches an d  te n t m eetings to  the anxio u s  
bench , in to  dancehalls for the ca kew a lk , in to  
houses w ith  b reezew a ys  an d  closepresses, and  
in to  forests, fields, lakes and  cites across the 
land. T hrough th is  m arvelous dictionary, we 
encoun ter the  folk an d  find  th a t the  folk are us. 
As Jam es Fenim ore Cooper wrote in  describing 
th e  O ak O penings  of fron tier M ichigan, a quo ta 
tio n  Professor Cassidy ex tracted  to  illustrate  the 
w ord Am erica: “W hen a  body com es to reckon up  
all the good th ings of Ameriky, she  don’t  know  
w here to begin, or w here to s to p .”

B om  in  Jam aica  in  1907, Frederic G. Cassidy 
h a s  never lost h is  a ttach m en t to th a t nation , its 
people, an d  th e ir English . A uthor of J a m a ic a  
T a lk  and  co-editor of the D ictionary o f 
J a m a ic a n  E nglish , he  was nam ed the  first 
Fellow of th e  U niversity of the West Indies and  
aw arded th e  Silver M usgrave Medal from the 
In stitu te  of Jam aica. His underg raduate  and  
m aste r’s degrees from  Oberlln College were 
com plem ented by an  honorary  doctorate in  1983. 
A professor of E nglish  a t the  University of 
W isconsin, M adison, since 1939, he h as  no t 
neglected h is  adopted sta te , and  h is  scholarship  
explains th e  place nam es of W isconsin while h is

early field work there  con tribu ted  valuable infor
m ation  to the  L inguistic Atlas of th e  United 
S ta tes an d  C anada. As p resid en t of the Society 
for C aribbean  Linguistics, th e  A m erican Dialect 
Society, and  the Am erican Name Society, he 
in sp ired  o thers to jo in  h im  in research  th a t  m ust 
inevitably be collaborative if we are  to u n d e r
s ta n d  the  great diversity of the  English-speaking 
world.

For h is  leadership  in  h is  chosen  field, h is 
m eticulous scholarsh ip , an d  h is  con trib u tio n s to 
docum enting  the  E nglish language, th e  Univer
sity  of M ichigan takes pride in  conferring  upon  
Frederic Gomes C assidy th e  honorary  degree. 
D octor of Letters.

THE FIRST DARE DAY, 1985
A  proclam ation  by th e  Governor o f  W isconsin, 

A n th o n y  S. Earl:
WHEREAS, w ords are  one of th e  few th ings 

w hich  are d istinctly  h u m an ; an d  
WHEREAS, the  w ords w hich com prise Amer

ican  E nglish  form  a  rich , im m ensely colorful and  
creative tapestry, illu stra ting  o u r h istory, our 
e th n ic  diversity, ou r hum or, o u r values, v irtues, 
an d  vices; and  

WHEREAS, the  idea of com piling a  com prehen
sive d ictionary  of A m erican dialect was first 
envisioned nearly 100 years ago; an d  

WHEREAS, in  1962 Frederic G. Cassidy, 
Professor of English  a t th e  U niversity of W iscon
sin , a  w ord m an  since Adam w as a  pup , was 
appo in ted  editor of the  D ictionary of A m erican 
Regional English, sponsored by the  Am erican 
Dialect Society; and  

WHEREAS, Professor C assidy h a s  since th en  
been  the  gu id ing  sp irit an d  organizing force, the 
chief cook an d  bottle w asher, of th e  project, 
securing  funds, recru iting  an d  tra in in g  a  team  
of m ore th a n  a  h u n d red  fieldworkers an d  editors 
to a ss is t him ; and  

WHEREAS, arm ed w ith  q u estio n n a ires  and  
tape recorders, Professor C assidy’s linguistic  
legions criscrossed the  fifty s ta te s  for five years, 
harvesting  a  rich  b o un ty  of folk poetry  an d  slang 
w ords and  p h rases  an d  priceless idiom s w hich 
m igh t otherw ise have been lost — bobbasheely , 
A d a m ’s  off-ox, an d  m ann iporch ia  have been 
rescued; and  

WHEREAS, Professor C assidy an d  h is  able 
a ss is ta n ts  have realized th a t  language is always 
grow ing an d  chang ing  an d  th a t  Am erican 
English , spoken by people w hen  they’re a t home, 
relaxed, no t being “a ir ish ,” shou ld  be preserved 

(C ontinued  on  nex t page)



M ay 1986 NADS 18.2 Page 15

DARE AND ADS: INHERITANCE AND LEGACY
Thanks to a week’s worth of work by DARE 

staff member and ADS life member Luanne von 
Schneidemesser. and her husband, we now have 
a preliminary statistical picture of the sources 
used for the quotations in Vol. I of DARE.

The 10,103 headwords use 40,452 citations. 
Of them, 5770 come from the DARE  Question
naire, 632 from fieldworkers’ additional notes, 
816 from the DARE  tapes, and 107 from the 
special wildflower questionnaire.

That amounts to 7325 citations from DARE  
sources, or 18 percent of the total.

From ADS publications comes almost as 
much. Our first journal, D ialect Notes, was the 
source of 3719 quotations in DARE. Our quar
terly A m erican  Speech , 'which became an ADS 
publication in the early 1970s but was founded 
in 1926, contributed 1791 citations. The 
successor to D ialect Notes, our series PADS, 
provided 1002 citations for DARE  Vol. I.

In all, ADS publications provided 6512 cita
tions used by DARE, or 16 percent of the total.

“These two sources,” von Schneidemesser 
reports, “were far and away the most frequently 
used ones.” There are several thousand others.

In descending order of frequency, these are the 
next most cited sources:

— 617 Cassidy and Duckert, Wisconsin 
English Language Survey 1950 and supple
ments.

— 615 Wilson collection 1960, 1966.
— 490 Green, Virginia F o lk-Speech  1899 

(1912).
— 396 Federal Writers Project guides.
— 383 Adams, W estern W ords 1944, 1968.
— 368 Linguistic  A tla s  o f  N ew  E n g la n d  1939, 

1941, 1943.
— 318 Lyons, P lant N a m es  1900.
— 307 Harder collection, 1954.
— 307 Jou rn a l o f  A m erican  Folklore.
— 229 Allen, Linguistic  A tla s  o f  th e  Upper 

M id w est  1973, 1975, 1976.
— 218 McCulloch, W oods W ords 1958.
— 199 C entury D ictionary  and supplements.
— 171 Brown, North C arolina Folklore  1952.
— 170 Bartlett, A m erican ism s.
— 166 Carleton, In d ex  Herb. P la n ts  1959.
— 161 Vines, Trees S o u th w e s t  1960.
— 144 Torreya.
— 141 Hall collection.
— 138 H arper’s  M agazine.
— 131 Gould, M aine Lingo  1975.
— 131 Berry and Van den Bark. A m erican  

S la n g  1942.
— 127 Kurath, Word G eography o f  th e

Eastern U.S. 1949.
— 125 Sudworth, Arborescent Flora 1897.
— 125 Baltimore Sun.
— 124 Wentworth, American Dialect Diction

ary 1944.
— 124 Shoemaker, 1300 Words 1930.
— 124 Birds Amer. 1917.
— 123 LANE Worksheets 1931-.
— 108 Krochmal, Appalachia Med. Plants 

1971.
— 108 Small, Manual Southeastern Flora 

1933.
— 107 Sordeni, Lumbeijack Lingo 1969.
— 10G Correll, Plants Texas 1970.
— 104 Randolph, Down in Holler 1953.
— 102 Gonzales, Black Border 1922.
— 97 Adams, Old-Time Cowhand 1961.
— 91 Hobbs, Bot. Handbook 1876.
— 90 17.S. National Museum Bulletin.
— 85 Trumbull, Names of Birds 1888.
— 85 Vermont History, new series.
— 84 Hall, New Purchase 1843 (1916).
— 81 Saturday Evening Post.
— 79 Atwood, Vocabulary Texas 1962.
— 78 Wood, Vocabulary Change 1971.
— 76 Shands, MP Speech 1893.
— 73 Tarpley, Blinky 1970.
— 71 LaMonte, North American Game

Fishes 1946.
— 71 Bailey and Bailey, Hortus Third 1976.
— 70 Wentworth and Flexner, Slang 1960.
— 70 Hench collection.
— 69 Hitchcock and Cronquist, Flora

Pacific Northwest 1973.
These figures are based on a preliminary 

computer search, so the list is not definitive. It 
also includes 96 citations of the prolific author 
Ibid.

(Continued from Page 14) 
and glorified as a vital part of our cultural herit
age, especially necessary in this age of stilted 
jargon and mushy euphemisms; and

WHEREAS, more than 20 years of work have 
been rewarded with the publication by Belknap/ 
Harvard University Press of the first of five 
volumes of DARE, the Dictionary of American 
Regional English, a triumph of scholarship and 
a joy to word mavens everywhere;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANTHONY S. EARL. 
Governor of the State of Wisconsin, with a grin 
like a wave in a chamberpot, do hereby proclaim 
November 16, 1985 DARE DAY in Wisconsin, to 
honor the accomplishment of Professor Frederic 
G. Cassidy and his fellow scholars.
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DITZY QUESTIONS FOR DARE VOLUME U
DARE  is p u sh in g  on w ith Volume II, w hich will 

con tain  the  le tters D th rough  (probably) J .  (We 
are also filing an y th ing  th a t comes in  for the  rest 
of the alphabet, of course, an d  even add itions to 
Volume I.) We th a n k  you in  advance for w hatever 
light you can  cast on the following questions. 
Please w rite to Prof. F.G. Cassidy, D ictionary o f  
A m erican  R egional E nglish , 6125 Helen W hite 
Hall, 600 N orth P ark  S t., M adison, WI 53706.

dim e-a-dip d in n e r  — Two quo ts from 
California new spapers (Mendocino and  Needles). 
Is th is  som e k ind  of fund-raiser?  How long h as  
the term  been  in  u se?  Is it used  in  o ther a reas?

ditz , d itzy  — N oun an d  adjective show ing 
s trong  approval: One boy to another, looking a t 
a  pocketknife — “Boy, th a t 's  a ditz! I w ish I h ad  
a ditzy knife like th a t.” Heard frequently  in  
Akron, Ohio, in  th e  early 1920s. Is it know n else
w here? W hat m igh t its  orig in  be?

dive a n d  six  — From  one elderly male infor
m ant, Aroostook County, Maine: an  old dance or 
dance figure. S ince th is  w as a n  oral response, 
d ive  is probably n o t a  m istake for f iv e .  It is also 
unlikely to be an  individualism .

dock  — “The place w here bees live an d  store 
th e ir  honey”: so sa id  the lone in form ant (M05). 
Is dock  a  type of beehive, o r had  some bees taken  
up  residence in  th is  mem’s dock?

do-for (or possibly do-Jort) — Answ ering the 
question , “A piece of upholstered  fu rn itu re  th a t 
you can s tre tch  ou t on to  re s t.” Reported by one 
inform ant each from  M issouri, D istrict of Colum 
bia, and  Louisiana. It does no t look like a 
m an u fac tu rer’s  nam e. C an anyone identify it?

dog-eye — As noted  in  A m erican  Sp eech  
19.106: “The reproachful or supplicatory s ta re  is 
the dog-eye  or th e  moose-eye: ‘And here is th is  
big Korean dog-eyeing me all the tim e.’” This 
looks like a n  estab lished  term , n o t a  literary  
flourish. Does anyone know  it?

dog la tin  — The long-standing sense, of 
course, is “bad  L a tin .” B ut does anyone know  
certainly of its  u se  as an  equivalent of pig  la tin , 
in  w hich w ords are  d isto rted  system atically in  
various p a tte rn s  as  a  so rt of gam e?

doog ler — Also know n as a  stoneca t (Noturus 
Jlavus). Is th is  fish  nam ed for some distinctive 
activity? We can  find  no th in g  in  the  d ictionaries. 
W hat is doogling? F isherm en an d  etymologists, 
th is  is your chance.

down-hill-of-life — A nother nam e for 
m oneywort (L ysim ach ia  num m ularia ), reported  
from Lincoln ton, N.C. C an the  existence of the 
nam e be confirm ed? W hat property of 
m oneywort could be responsible for the nam e?

h a n d  fiddle — Reported from n o rth e rn  
Ind iana  as an  im plem ent for sow ing grass seed. 
W hat is the  basis  of f id d le  — its  shape, its 
operating  action, or som eth ing  else?

frick  an d  frack  — We have been  asked recently 
abou t th is  b u t  have no su re  clue. It apparently  
refers to inseparables. Is it recen t?  Fam iliar? At 
p resen t we are baffled.

h o is t  th e  sa il — W ith varian ts  hoist th e  green  
sa il an d  hoist the  green fla g :  a  ch ild ren’s game. 
W ith hoist a s  a regular elem ent, th is  gam e should  
be fairly old, and  sa il im plies sea associations. 
We’d like to know  w here an d  how  it was (or is) 
played; the  rules; an d  w here the  ho isting  came 
in.

A MELLON OF A GRANT
The Mellon F oundation  recently announced  an  

aw ard of $600 ,000  to DARE  for th e  next three 
years. “If NEH m atches th a t ,” w rites Fred 
Cassidy, “we can feel p re tty  su re  th a t Volume II 
will be o u t and  Volume III well on  the  way. ”

HELP WANTED: 
LEXICOGRAPHER

The D ictionary o f  A m erican  R egional 
E nglish  h a s  one position  open for an  ass is ta n t 
editor. The work consists  of w riting  en tries 
for the D ictionary, an d  involves research ing  
each w ord’s etymology, h isto ry  of use, vari
a tions in  p ronuncia tion , d ifferen tia tions ,(yi 
m eaning, and  tim es an d  regions of use. The 
work also involves selection of appropriate 
illustrative q u o ta tions and  in te rp re ta tio n  of 
com puter-generated  m aps an d  tables. The 
need for precision an d  accuracy is acute.

R equirem ents include knowledge of the 
h istory  of th e  E nglish  language an d  of Amer
ican E nglish, h istorical lingu istics, linguistic  
geography, an d  phonetics; acq u a in tan ce  w ith 
lexicography is desirable. The doctorate (in 
E nglish language, linguistic  geography, or a 
related field) is requ ired  un less the  applicant 
h a s  h ad  experience in  lexicographic work.

The position  begins Sept. 15, w ith  a  salary 
range of $17 ,500— $18,500. A pplications 
m ust be received by J u ly  15. Send le tter of 
application  w ith resum e an d  references to 
Frederic G. Cassidy, C hief E ditor, D ictionary  
o f A m erican  R egional E nglish , 6125 Helen C. 
W hite Hall, 600 N orth Park  S t., M adison, WI 
53706.


